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were the hardy Norse Vikings, A vast amount of
breath, and a veritable sea of Ink have been wasted,
life-long friendships have been sacrificed and count-
less fortunes have been spent over this one question,
but without definite results.
After all, why should any one try to prove that all
the aborigines of America had a common origin? Is
there any more valid or plausible reason for assuming
that all the American tribes are attributable to the
same race or stock than to assume that all European
or Asiatic races are descendants of one parent stock?
Even if we admit that man originated in Asia, we
must acknowledge the fact that the European races
are the result of migrations, interminglings and con-
quests of many stocks from Asia, Africa and else-
where.
No anthropologist, ethnologist or archeologist
would dare to claim that the Norwegians are variants
of the Slavs, nor that the Teutonic races are merely
aberrant forms of the Gallic races. Why then should
any one have the temerity to declare, and endeavor to
prove, that all the so-called American Indians are
descendants of migrants from any one locality, be it
Asia, Europe or Oceania? Actually we know little
regarding the origin of man in America, and It is not
at all impossible that our descendants, centuries hence,
will be as much in the dark as ourselves.
But we do know many more facts about the history,
or at least the presence of early Americans than we
did a few years ago. In the first place, we have to
set back man's presence in America by a small matter
of thousands of years. Not so long ago, any one who
dared suggest that human beings dwelt in America